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of a Home Economist 
O UTSTANDING among women artists in America today is Georgia O 'Keeffe. Born in the 
obscure town of Sun Prairie, \ 1\Tisconsin, Miss O'Keeffe 
has risen to world-wide fame as an artist. Most of her 
girlhood she spent in Williamsburg, Virginia, but she 
went to New York to pursue her art studies. Among 
h er teachers have been Chase, Vanderpoel, Dow and 
Alon Bement. 
Today, midlde aged, Georgia O 'Keeffe, paints with 
even more enthusiasm and vigor than the Georgia 
O 'Keeffe of 20 years ago. Critics say that Miss 
O 'Keeffe 's manner of working is slower and more 
precise than that of the average artist . 
Miss O'Keeffe is known for landscapes of the West, 
ingenious designs of desert bones and canvases of 
single flowers. Surrealistic tendencies appear in her 
work, but not to an outstanding degree. 
H er simpli fi ed landscapes are outstanding in their 
line and mass terms with color emphasizing the facts 
of structure. Of such simple beauty is her Red and 
Gray Hills of New Mexico. 
The skulls and bones of our own American desert, 
bleached and polished by long exposure on the desert 
sands, have been the subject for many of her paintings. 
The unpleasant feeling that one might expect, how-
ever, does not appear. All the skull p ictures are im-
pressive with their bold design . These commonplace 
objects Miss O 'Keeffe transforms into new substances, 
arresti ng with vitali ty and beauty. She sometimes may 
decorate a skull with a feather or leaf for interesting-
design. H enry McBride of the New York Sun called 
her "a H amlet of the desert who made death beauti-
ful." So perfect in design are these canvases, they leave 
no room for horror. 
In recognition of her abilities as an artist, the Col-
lege of William and Mary in Williamsburg, the town 
of her childhood, awarded her the honorary degree of 
fine arts in 1937. Her works are represented in 
galleries in many large cities in the country. The 
Phillips Memorial Gallery, Washington, D . C., the 
Museum of Art in Brooklyn and the Cleveland 
Museum of Art are three of the large galleries that 
exhibit her work. -Eleanor White 
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Three home service workers are Nellie McCannon, 
Interstate Power Co., Dubuque; Myrle Priem, Com-
monwealth Edison Co., Chicago; Bern ice Williams, 
Western United Gas and Electric Co., ·wheaton, Ill. 
All are '39 graduates. 
Dorothy Clark, '39, is employed by the National 
Dairy Congress in Kansas City, Mo.; Dorothy Goep-
pinger, '39, is in the testing laboratory of the Wheat 
Flour Institute, Chicago; Hazel Brown, '26, is doing 
experimental work for the Kroeger Food Foundation, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Gay Starrak, '39, is now foods editor of The Chicago 
Daily News. Dorothy Cooley Thompson, '26, re-
signed from the position to become Home Economics 
Editor of the Chicago Evening American. 
-Grace Strohmeier 
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